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Important dates
30" March - 10" April 2026 Easter holidays
13" April 2026 Children return to Castle Tots
4™ May Bank holiday — Castle Tots closed

22" May 2026 break-up for half term usual finish
times

25" May - 29"" May 2026 May half term
1* June 2026 children return
10t July 2026 inset day Castle Tots closed

21% July 2026 Break-up for summer holidays

Celebrating Spring

As the Spring term draws to a close, we would like to say a|
huge thank you to all our parents for the incredibly
generous plant and seed donations. Our Garden spaces
have officially blossomed, and the children have
thoroughly enjoyed getting their hands in the soil to see
the first signs of spring. It was also wonderful to see such
a high turnout for our recent parent meetings; these
discussions are a vital part of our partnership and allow us
to celebrate the fantastic progress each child is making.

Speechand Supporting Your Child's Communication
Language UK

Changing young lives.

Communication is the foundation of your child's future, and
Speech and Language UK is here to help you navigate it
Their website offers a clear, age-by-age guide to speech and
language milestones, from new born  babbles to
pre-schooler "why" questions.

A standout feature is the interactive Progress Checker, which
provides tailored advice based on your child's current stage,
If you ever have concerns, you can book a free, 30-minute
confidential call with a professional speech and language
therapist for expert guidance.

Want to know more? Visit www.speechandlanguage.org.uk

MNew Menus

The new summer menus are now available to view on our
website! As our menus change termly, please ensure you have
checked them thoroughly for any allergens. It is important to
stay updated with these changes each season to ensure we are
continuing to meet your child's dietary needs.

www.castlehill-kingston.co.uk/Menu/
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Helping my child with speech and language

Expert Support for Youwr Child's Speech. If you live in the
Kinmgston area, Your Healthcare provides a dedicated
Children’s Speech and Language Therapy service, They wark
with families to support children who may hawve difficulties
with communication, eating, drinking, or swallowing.

Tao speak to a therapist for some practical advice call

Children’s 5LT advice line on: D20 8339 2106
Available Wednesdays 10-12 and Thursdays 2-4pm
{Woicemail available for call back].

Helping my child with speech and language

Visuals

We are enhancing our learning environment with wvisual
timetables, communication boards, and emation displays to
boost speech and language development. According to Speech
and Language UK, visuals provide a "permanent anchor" for
spoken words, helping children process instructions more easily
and reducing anxiety. These tools empower children to express
their needs and navigate routines with greater independence.

Want to try this at home? Please speak to a practitioner for
more information as we can create visuals for use at home.



What we will be exploring in Chicks ...

Chicks will explore their learning around nursery
songs and rhymes,

Through sensory play and secure attachments
children are supported to explore and be curious.

For Summer term 1, the children will be exploring

InKingston App

The InKingston App is a free digital hub designed
for residents and visitors of Kingston upon
Thames. It is a fantastic resource for families,
offering a one-stop shop for local events, exclusive
discounts at high-street shops and restaurants, and interactive "trails"
that are great for weekend exploring. For parents, it's a brilliant way
to stay "in the know" about family-friendly activities, live music, and

the song '5 Little Apples’

Five little apples {

community festivals happening across the borough.

For Summer term 2 the children will be exploring

the song ‘The Wheels on the Bus'
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The children will be introduced to other songs
and simple books alongside these to enrich their
learning.

Opportunities to reinforce key vocabulary and
communication are given through the activities
provided during playing and learning.

Discover the joy of gardening and crafting
with Squire’s "Create & Grow" sessions!
These fun, hands-on workshops are perfect
for helping children develop fine motor skills
and enwironmental awareness through seasonal planting and
themed arts and crafts. It is a fantastic local opportunity for families

to get creative together in a relaxed, nature-focused setting.

Easter and May holiday activities

pre-school,

Attendance: If your child is going to be absent we require you to contact us on the first day of absence by 9:30am
either by phone, tapestry or email castletots@castlehill.rbksch.org . If the child has been absent all week we will
arrange a google meet on the Friday to say hello and sing a little song to support their transition back to

What we will be learning in Ducklings ...

Ducklings will explore their learning based around the themes
within our ‘inside-out books’, These are books that the
children will get to know really well
understanding the story as well as the concepts and
story vacabulary to support the children's communication and
language development,

THE VERY
HUNGRY

For Summer term 1, the children will

explore ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’

1153 Sing along to the tune of Boa, Boo, Black Sheep /341
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Truck, Jeep

For Summer term 2, the children will

explore 'Car, Car, Jeep, Truck’.
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The children will enjoy other books alongside these to enrich
their learning as well as songs and key vocabulary,
Opportunities to reinforce this are given through the activities
provided during playing and learning throughout the day.

There will be more information added to tapestry as we go,
which will support your child’s learning and development.

Thinking About Starting Toilet Training? ERICis a
fantastic website that supports families with all
things potty training. It offers simple, friendly
advice to help you know when your child might be
ready, how to get started, and what to do if things
don't go quite as planned. There are helpful tips,
routines, and printable charts to make the journey
easier—and even a section for children with
additional needs, Visit www.eric.org.uk for more

information.
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Happy Easter!




	 

